Successful inclusion of a child with a stoma in mainstream schooling.
The inclusion of children with medical issues, such as stomas, in schools has caused much disruption and anxiety in the past. Many of the problems have been the result of misconceptions and lack of understanding of the issues involved, along with an often irrational fear of 'bodily fluids'. By developing closer links with the education department and opening up clear lines of communication it has been possible to raise awareness and reassure school staff regarding related issues. This article discusses the inclusion of a child with ulcerative colitis, following stoma formation, into mainstream school, and demonstrates how appropriate staff training and the development of a structured individual care plan enabled inclusion to proceed smoothly.